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SUBJECT : WHITLAM VISIT 

REF: A. BANGKOK 1832; B. BANGKOK 1839 

1. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY COUNSELOR GOSS TOLD THE POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR FEBRUARY 4 THAT THE WHITLAM VISIT HAD GONE 

WELL. HE WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED AT THE PRESS TREATMENT (REF A 
AND B). HE SAID THAT THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HAD BROUGHT THE 
"BANGKOK POST" TO TASK ABOUT A MONTH AGO FOR WRITING THAT 
AUSTRALIA WANTED TO JOIN ASEAN. HE SAID ONE REASON FOR GOOD 
PRESS COVERAGE WAS THE FACT THAT THE EMBASSY SNARLS AT THE "POST" 
AND "THE NATION" WHENEVER THEY TREAT AUSTRALIA UNFAIRLY. 

2. GOSS SAID THAT WHITLAM CAME TO THAILAND PREDISPOSED 
TO LIKE THE CURRENT REGIME. THE CIVILIAN LEADERS SINCE 
MID-OCTOBER WERE MORE TO HIS LIKING THAN THEIR MILITARY 
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REASON BEING THAT THEY ARE BOTH LAWYERS BY TRAINING. 

3. GOSS SAID THAT BESIDES THE FOSTERING TO THAI- AUSTRAL! AN 
FRIENDSHIP, THERE WERE THREE PRINCIPAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 

WHITLAM CUT THROUGH RED TAPE TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS 
HOLDING UP TWO TREATIES CURRENTLY UNDER NEGOTIATION: 

CULTURAL AND TRADE. ALTHOUGH THE SIGNING DID NOT TAKE PLACE 
DURING WHITLAM'S STAY, ALMOST NOTHING ELSE REMAINED TO BE DONE. 
THE THIRD ACHIEVEMENT WAS WHITLAM'S AGREEMENT TO LOOK 
INTO THE AUSTRALIAN POLICY FOR FOREIGN STUDENTS. GOSS 
EXPLAINED THAT SINCE ALL UNIVERSITY EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA 
IS FREE, THERE CAN BE NO MORE THAN 10,000 COLLEGE LEVEL 
FOREIGN STUDENTS ENROLLED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AT ONE 
TIME. LARGELY BECAUSE THE EXAMINATION SYSTEM FAVORS THOSE 
WHO SPEAK AND READ ENGLISH FLUENTLY, 8500 OF THEM ARE 
CHINESE. THE EMBASSY HERE HAS LONG ARGUED THAT FOR THE 
FUTURE OF THAI-AUSTRALIAN RELATIONS, IT WOULD BE BETTER TO 
HAVE MORE CHILDREN OF THE THAI RULING ELITE IN AUSTRALIAN 
SCHOOLS THAN THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF CHINESE BUSINESSMEN 
IN MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE. 

5. GOSS SAID THE VISIT WENT OFF WITHOUT MAJOR HITCHES 
DESPITE TWO PROTOCOL ERRORS. THE THAI MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS SENT INVITATIONS TO ALL EMBASSIES INCLUDING THE 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA FOR A RECEPTION FOR WHITLAM. THE AUSTRALIAN 
EMBASSY PERSUADED MFA TO RETRACT THE ONE TO THE TAIWANESE 
AMBASSADOR, THE OTHER WAS FORGETTING TO PROVIDE A PLACE FOR MISS 
WHITLAM AT A STATE DINNER. ALL IN ALL, 

HE SAID THAT WHITLAM IS AN IMPRESSIVE MAN. THE THAI WERE 
ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT HIM, AND SO WAS THE ENTIRE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
STAFF. 

6. UPON BEING COMPLIMENTED ON THE SMOOTHNESS OF THE VISIT, 

GOSS REPLIED THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN ADVANTAGES IN REPRESENTING 
A COUNTRY OF 13 MILLION RATHER THAN ONE OF 200 MILLION. 
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